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SUB J : NEW MINISTER OF MINES DESIGNATED 

REF: SANTIAGO 2929 

1. CIVILIAN ENRIQUE VALENZUELA BLANQUIER WAS APPOINTED 
MINISTER OF MINES APRIL 30. IN ACCEPTANCE REMARKS. VALENZUELA 
SAID THAT THE CABINET POSITION HAD BEEN OFFERED TO HIM ONLY 

A FEW HOURS BEFORE SHORT OFFICIAL CEREMONY PRESIDED OVER BY 
PRESIDENT PINOCHET. 

2. FORMER MINECON OM Y FERNANDO LENIZ SAME DAY WAS DESIGNATED 
AS A VICE PRESIDENT (MINES MINISTER IS PRESIDENT) OF CHILE'S 
COPPER CORPORATION (CODELCO) AND REPORTEDLY WILL DIRECT ITS RE- 
ORGANIZATION. 

3. VALENZUELA (54) IS A CIVIL ENGINEER WITH EXPERIENCE IN 
COPPER INDUSTRY. MOST RECENTLY HE WAS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
SMALL FRENCH-OWNED "DISPUTADA" MINING COMPANY. HE HAS HELD 
PREVIOUS GOVERNMENT POSITIONS INCLUDING VICE PRESIDENT OF 
GOVERNMENT CORPORATION UNDER MINMINES THAT PRECEDED 
PRESENT SMALL AND MEDIUM MINES ENTERPRISE (ENAMI), AND 
UNDER SECRETARY OF INDUSTRY IN 1961. 
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4. GOC OBVIOUSLY HAD DIFFICULTY FILLING MINMINES POSITION 
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BUT CAME UP WITH CIVILIAN WHO HAS TECHNICAL EXPERTISE AND NO 
KNOWN POLITICAL AFFILIATION. WE DO NOT KNOW BACKGROUND OF 
SELECTION PROCESS, BUT APPEARS VALENZUELA WAS NOT AWARE THAT 
HE WAS IN THE RUNNING, AND WAS NOTIFIED, AS WAS NEW MINISTER 
OF JUSTICE, ONLY AFTER LAST MINUTE GOC DECISION. 

POPPER 
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